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Groups and Forces that Influence Curriculum
Some of the groups and forces that enhance the success of curriculum include the state governments, textbooks, the federal government, local school boards, mandated assessment, the national standards of curriculum, and parents and community groups. As illustrated in the book on page 48, each of these groups and forces is important and influence each other in one way or another. This means that each group depends on the other and cannot operate independently to bring about an effective curriculum (Goodenow, 2018). 
	According to the book on page 51, standardized tests play a significant role in education because they shape students' knowledge. The developers of testing decide on the relevant expertise for the testing. Despite that the assessments done at the state level are assumed to be governed by defined standards, the developers of tests consider some factors in the assessments process. Also, although the developers may not support tests in teaching, administrators, school boards, and the teachers prepare the students adequately to boost their performance in tests. If the students score less in a particular curriculum area or a specific school, district instruction and resources may be diverted to such areas. It is the responsibility of the students and families to ensure they commit to seminars, computer software, and tutorial groups to enhance the scores of the tests (Goodenow, 2018). 
	On page 51 of the book, Standardized test is crucial because it provides the needed data to assess curriculum and measure students' progress. Parents, policymakers, and educators should be aware that the tests mostly measure the achievement instead of other outputs that people desire in the learning process (Goodenow, 2018).  
	According to the book on page 51, there are several ways in which the state governments, a body obliged to handle education, influence the education curriculum. One such method is adopting the standards governing the content of the main subjects. Every state took up the responsibility of ensuring that there are assessments for measuring students' progress in achieving the standards. Additionally, the state influences the curriculum through statutes that require the learners to attain a specific qualification to graduate in secondary school (Goodenow, 2018).
	According to the book on page 53, the local school board is another group that influences the school curriculum. The body hosts the decisions concerning the curriculum on the opportunities and the content provided to students for learning. The local boards are obliged to decide on the electives to be provided, the books and instructional aids to be procured, the guides for the curriculum to be adhered to, the suitable teachers to be recruited, the spending of the budget, and how to address various issues that may affect the curriculum. The local boards perform these responsibilities under the state authority. The local is the group directly close to the interests of the parents in the learning of their children because it decides such matters as piloting of new program or the offering of the sex education courses to children (Goodenow, 2018).
	There has been a debatable discussion concerning the range of coverage by the local boards. The debate seeks to determine if the local boards should be in charge of all the community constituencies. One of the raised concerns is that the local boards directly influence such groups as the parents. Also, the membership of the education boards comprises the elites. There is inequality in ten representation of the boards because some only have male professionals. 
	On page 55 of the book, we discuss curriculum development. Steps, paradigms, and models characterize the process of curriculum development. These can be classified into three perspectives, namely critical, descriptive, and prescriptive perspectives. The prescriptive standpoint has been dominant in the planning of the curriculum for more than fifty years. This approach considers curriculum development a linear, objective, and rational process whose series of steps are sequential (Goodenow, 2018).
The descriptive standpoint deals with the curriculum, the decisions, and acts of curriculum development, and it is concerned with how curriculum developers practically do their work. The critical standpoint is the latest, and it depends on the other two perspectives. It holds that the process of curriculum development is not linear, and the curriculum decisions are socio-politically and ideologically based (Goodenow, 2018).
In conclusion, the implementation of curriculum does not just happen. It involves a series of considerations to be practical. The groups and forces that influence it to guarantee that the decisions put in place are practical and workable. Standardized tests are part of the force that enhances the effectiveness of the curriculum, and a consideration of the best testing enhances the decision of the best testing. The state governments are also crucial in curriculum development because, through them, the learners work hard to meet their standards. School boards promote the success of the curriculum through the decisions they make. From the book review, the school board is the leading group that influences the development of the curriculum. This is the case, despite that the group faces criticism because it fails to promote equality in its membership. 
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